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CATARRHUS ZSTIVUS, OR HAY FEVER. 
From the Clinical Lectures of Dr. Elliotson on the Asthma: 


Certain writers of what they call ‘a summer cold, catarrhus 
estivus. The first ical coinposition that I read upon the subjec 
and the Grst that I ever knew to exist, was by Dr. Bostock,*the cele- | 
brated chemist. It was from .him I learned that some writers. spoke of . 
catarrhus westivus ; but I do not know to whom he alludes. Dr. Bos- 
tock states, in one of the volumes of the Medico-Chirurgical Transac- 
tions, that at a certain time of the year he begins to sneeze—he has.a 
running of the eyes, and all the symptoms of catarrh—and that these 
continue for a certain length of time, wherever he is, and whatever he 
does. In a second paper, published him show, ago in 
1. the same work, he again refers to the subject, and relates his own case 
considerable length. Before that time I had heard people talk.ebout 
hay fever and hay asthma, but | could not cemprehend what they meant. © 
I was told that certain distinguished; had hay fever. It ap- 
pears to be quite an aristocratical affection, notat all visiting hay 
or those who bave to do with hay and straw. I never met with sucha 
ing in practice ; and it ay d to me to be a highly gentleman-like, 


a 


of it, and I disregarded it entirely, . ing it tobe a sort of aguish 
‘ot, pr who had little to do fre- 
wy quenty became the subject. I had no idea that it was an affection of 
chest, till I read Dr. Bostock’s paper. I happened, however, last 
year, to be attending in a family, where the mother of the lady was said — 
to have been the victin of it for. many years. She was a very sensible 
and superior woman ; and_she stated, , that at a certain time of the year, 
when the grass came into flower, she was dreadfully distressed in breath- 
ing, and was obliged to leave her house, and go to as barren a place as 
she could find at the seersien ene there she obtained comparative ease. 
- She told me this had been the case for many years ; that she had tried 
everything in vain ; that nothing did her .. She was not the only 
_member: of the family afflicted with it ; for an uncle, some of her neph 
features in these cases, I alluded to them 
in a clinical, lecture delivered. at St. Thomas’s hospital, last- year. 
~ new that that course of lectures was. published, and I thought that the 
_ Shortest way..to make the thing known was to mention it then, and rh 


would go... The.consequence was, received several 


indeed, I may add, ni affection. I could not tell what to make ~ 


a 
¢ 


Gglarrhus or Hoy Fever. \ 
letters from eallemen unknown to me, giving me facts upon the 
“subject; and as the mater is» interesting, 1 will read a few of them. 
, Gordon’ description of Hay Fever.—‘ In consequence of your 


bearing date ‘Ang, 1680, 1 poblished shore sccount of the oarore 
; 1829, i a account nature, 
symptoms, causes and treatment of these curious «lisorders. lo shat 
‘memoir I have observed, that the best preservative against their attack is 
the cold shower-bath. For the last two seasons, however, whilst em- 
ploying this, I have administered the sulp. quinine with the sulp. ferri ; 


t sufferihg in the slightest degree ; 

had ventured out into such a situation, they 

over 


description of 
at Bristol, who saysf 
~ €T knew nothing about hay fever, as any definite disease ; but your 
description of it is, with little exception, a very accurate detail of what 
I have suffered every June for several years.’—Here was a gentleman 

had been ill every summer for several years without being aware 
his particular complaint was.—‘ Were I not,’ he proceeds, ‘ at 


the present time, annoyed by this troublesome affection, I should 
‘eine leisure to give you the trouble of reading anything 


with me the latter end of with 

» extract some cilia, which grow very near 
the cornea, and increase the irritation. My most troublesome symptom 
is sneezing : it is of a violent kind, and often continues till I have sneezed 
eight or ten times. The defiuxion from the nostrils is most copious at 
the day, while, in the intervals, I have no catarrhal 
expectoration of clear mucus is ‘also considerable. My 
are sure to come on while I am visiting my patients, to 

» but is never sufficient to in any of my employ- 
or render confinement necessary, 1 Tam always free 
from it when in the - How far grass or hay anything to do 
with this affection, | cannot satisfactorily determine. There are cer- 
tainly several hay-fields vor of my ho®se. The 
air an open. window is my abhorrence 
while 1 am thus indisposed. Last week I spent an hour or two in a 


_ a to on int, 
I have taken the liberty of troubling you with this letter. I beg leave 
| to state, that I have witnessed several instances of hay fever and ha 
| | 
a success Ai ied; 
has exceeded my highest expectations. With twoof - 
the most severely afflicted of ients on whom it has been tried, it 
| neh 
a 
| of will 
; « .Thave of bay asthma in the above-named medical journal,’—and 


friend's hay-field, with a of Jadies ; but the ladies, 


to a corner of the park, , whore thy streaming eyes and nostrils, and 
sternutations, might escape both remark commiseration worsens f 
that afternoon, in the -field, was the worst attack I have : 
but whether it was the air w ch cocker ten or she hay, 
has always leaned more to the effect of some particles of a 
e never found time to try any remedies, shall cer- 
Bulmen's Caves of Hay have another lever from Dr. 
Bulman, 


satives, in the 14th volome of the Medice-Chirurgieal T rensactions. 
‘The disease invariably commences about the second or third week 
| tiva ; but the itching is more partic severe a tarsus, 

malis. “A this membrane is found 
but, eyeball. ‘The symptoms before 


eye-ball—intoleration of light-—ebd weight in the forehead. 
hebie, pony increases in violence till it becomes almost i 
Ing 


compelling the patient, notwithstanding resolution to the 
to rub his eyes, by which it is always 7s considerably allayed. 
_ ‘In the course of a few days, but sooner if the patient has « 


with itching and fing ofthe nostri, 
creased secretion of mucus, and violent 

are also excited by dust of any kind, exposure to the hea 
the odor of the 


also, by other odors. 
nthe the disease continues to advance, the membrane of the fauces’ 
lungs is affected, giving rise to a sense of and extreme itching 


Spanier but ttle or no expectoration. 

several paroxysms daily, which h commence with intolerable: 

ee tingling of the eye-lids, and are followed. by the most violent 

sneezing, accom anied by a 


Je Deg » Dy pars Davi, sand fee 
The 
ble, 
takes place a half an hour after risi in the morning. i vd i 
tightness of the ehest and difficulty of ‘breathing, though 


rose to such a height, that the patient conceived himself in danger 
_ £In severe attacks the eye-lids become cedematous. | 
- * During the whole course of the disease the patient is languid and 
istless, and, though restless, is averse to motion. His temper is more 
irritable than natural ; but bis pulse is scarcely, if at all, affected. His 
bowels are regular, and his tite rather increased than diminished. 
‘The disease continues till about the end of July or the beginning of 
August, when. it almost imperceptibly declines ; and it is rema ‘ 
that the patient is then able to expose himself to the hottest sun without 
the recurrence of any of the above detailed symptoms,’—showing, of 
course, that it does not upon the temperature,—*‘ and indeed, 
during the violence of the disease, exposure to the air early in the. 


morning, and in the evening after sun-set, causes but little incnnvenience. 


‘ The patient has had attacks of the disease in France, Switzerland, 
_ and Italy. In the two former countries it was as severe, but not more 
30, as in England ; and it is extraordinary, that in Italy, notwithstandi 
he was daily exposed to the powerful sun of Rome, in the month 
June, the disease, though it began earlier, was nevertheless consi 
milder, and also of shorter duration, than elsewhere. 


_* Most of the internal remedies mentioned by Dr. Bostock have been 


tried, but in vain. Bathing in salt water, both cold and tepid, has been 
had recourse to. Tlie former is apparently without effect ; the latter 
has only seemed serviceable, inasmuch as it has relieved the tightness 
of the chest, and the difficulty of breathi , | 
2 Of local remedies, the only one which hes of any efficacy is 
- the ung. bydrarg. nitratis, diluted. This, though it occasions 
conside pain when applied to the eye-lids, has always greatly allayed 
the itching and smarting, and has even seemed, probably by being car- 
ried into the nostrils with the tears, to diminish the irritability of the 
schneiderian membrane, and of the sneezing, 

& most distressing symptom. vinum opii was tried many years 
wishout hy in the cece of Dr. Bostock, an? Ad 
_-. © With respect to a residence at the sea-side, it may be.observed, that 
the only instance of the disease attacking the patient previous to the 
usual “gow was in the last week in May 1829, during hot weather, 
whilst he was residing for a few days in an airy house, situated on a cliff 
overhanging the German ocean. ‘The attack, however, was slight, and 
lasted for two days only ; but again returned at its usual period in June. 

* As to diet, the patient is decidedly worse when living low. 
©The above detail was written some months ago,’ continues Dr. Bul- 
man, ‘ and I am to state that the patient almost entirely escaped 
the disease this year, by merely commencing, some time previous to the 
expected of attack, to anoint the eye-lids at bed-tine with the 
ointment, and bathing them occasionally during the day with a collyrium: 
composed — age oh and acetate of zinc ; and afier this had. dried, 
them with simple spermaceti ointment, to remove the stiffness 
left by the collyrium. 


“ST have only beard of one other example of this curious disease in 
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| have seldom been | | gent ; but on two occasions 


a he I have never been 
able to hear of the disease in the lower walks of life, though my situa- 
tion, as-physician to two extensive charities in this town, has afforded 
me ample opportunities of meeting with it, did it exist among them. 

*T may add, that none of the patient’s family—that is to say, neither 
his father, nor mother, nor brothers, vor sisters, though originally amount- _ 
ing to thirteen—were ever affected iv the slightest way by this distress- 
ing complaint. ' | 


__ [The Medical Gazette, from which these remarks are extracted, con- 
tains letters of like import from several other sources. We pass im- 
mediately to the treatment recommended by Dr. E.] 


. Treatment.—Seeing that the emanations from the grass, the in 
all probability, was a compound, but whose constitution I myself do not_ 
know, | fancied that it might be destroyed in its composition, broken up 
by the chlorides, the same as some animal matter. I therefore ; 
- a gentleman who had the disease to try it, and he did so with the most 
perfect success. This was the first case that I ever saw of the disease. 
A gentleman came to consult me upon it about three years before I saw 
the lady. I told him at once that I-knew nothing of the affection, and I 
sent him away as he came, so that neither he nor I got an thing by the 
interview. I told him that I had heard of such a thing as hay fever ex= 
isting among distinguished lords and ladies, but I could not conceive 
what it meant, and therefore I could give him no advice. I casually met 
him after I had read Dr. Bostock’s paper, and I requested him, as @ 
favor to myself, to try the effect of a solution of the chloride of lime or 
soda. J directed him to place it in saucers about the bedroom, to have - 
rags dipped in it and hung upon the backs of chairs, to wash his hands 
and face with it night and morning, and to carry a small bottle with him, 
and repeatedly smell it in the course of the day. He complied with iny 
request, and the result was highly satisfactory. The irritation of the ears 
? & in his case they also were affected), the tingling and the smarting of 
eyes and nose, all ceased. ; and by using this precaution he got through 
the summer exceedingly well. Whether the chloride acted by destroy- _ 
ing the emanations, cr by lessening the irritability of the mucous mem=- 
brane, or of the skin, i do not know. The chlorides, if well diluted, 
diminish the morbid irritability of the surface, and therefore they might 
in this case have acted in that way ; the treatment, however, was fp 
fectly successful. The lady said that she had used everything, but in 
vain ; and I could net prevail upon her to try the remedy. —- 
In consequence of mntiing tvs known in the clivical lecture, it is said 
by Mr. Poyser that one of the sous-of the lady affected with the disease 
employed the choride of .soda.- Mr. Poyser says, ‘ The chloride of soda 
has.been of great use to this gentleman, removing at once the sensibility, 
of the nostrils and eyes, and thus allaying the sneezing, cough, and in-' 
flamed and watery state of the eyes.’ But he adds, ‘ Mrs. P.. A. has not 
experienced any perceptible advantage -from the chloride.’ Three out. 
of four, however, did. When persons are subject to spasmodic asthma 
also, I should recommend them to breathe through water impregnated 
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$46 JEistivus, or Hay Fever. 
“with the chloride ; snd a larger quantity ought then to be employed about 
on hare by 's are peculiarly affect- 

cause of Asthma.— persons are 

ed by other substances. Many persons have a peculiar susceptibility of 
ipecacnanha ; this is by no means uncommon. If ipecacuanha be pow- 
ing in a chemist’s house, some will be seized with a violent 
xysm on entering it. 1 have known an instance or two of this de- 
scription. - I heard a physician say, that there was a case related on which 
he could depend—but I would uot myself vouch for ‘its accuracy—of a 


who had such a susceptibility of ipecacuanha, that on entering a > 


person 

room and being seized with asthma, he declared that there ‘was ipecacu- 
_ enha about. It was at first denied, but at last some one recollected that 
there was a box of ipecacuanha lozenges in a table drawer. That was 


fects produced by the smell of different animals.—As 1 shall not 
have another opportunity of doing it, 1 may mention here, that other 
sons are peculiarly susceptible of various things. - Some are affected by 
the emanations of an animal. You will that Shakspeare alludes 
to some females who cannot bear a sucking pig ; and some cannot bear - 
a cat ; some are made miserable if a cat be near them. It does not pro- 


When. he is in a room where they are, immediately seized with 
difficulty of breathing: I have a note from a gentleman, in which he 
informs me that a nobleman with whom he is acquainted, is affected by . 
parser leg asthmatic affections by coming in contact with a hare, or 
experiences great suffering w dead or alive. 
Hay Asthma not confined to the classes.—I have another letter 
on the subject of hay asthma, from Brighton, but I will only read a por-. 
tion of it. Dr. King says, ‘1 know u member of parliament who has 
come 
disease a purpose, 
and with t good effect. The lady, however, whom I saw with 
it, told me that she knew a cobbler’s wile who had it, and that several 
of the lower orders, to her knowledge, had the disease.’ Dr. 


I 
a lady who went into convulsions as svon as her was put before her, 
containing some which had been boiled or dressed with mim. We 
carried her out of the room, and did not feel quite well all the eve- 


she 
ning Her daughter, who sat next her, was not similarly 


going a | 
emanation irom a cat has such an efiect upon 
that they are quite wretched. Mr. Poyser states, that a son of the lady - 
the 
hing, in his letter, goes on to say, ‘ Last year I met at Lewes a farmer's 
wife, subject to the same complaint, and obliged every hay season to 
take op ches a town. She bears up against it as long as possible, shuts 
herzelf c up in her room, till a sense of suffocation comes on, as in 
cammon asthma, when she is obliged to throw open the window, by 
which she lets in a fresh dose of poison, and has the same routine to go 
of 
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These are circumstances worth knowing, because, if you were not ac- 
— quainted with them, you might ascribe cases of this description to whim 
and fancy. It would be very odd if they were confined to the higher 
orders only : it is a thing exceedingly im ble. The fact is, the lower 
orders consider it as merely a cominon ccid, and they do not apply for 
medical advice, rem unable to pay for it, unless they are tolerably ill. 


They do not think applying to a public charity because they are seized 
with a violent sneezing ; or if they do, it is a solitary case, and is 
as asthma, the nature and causes of the disease not being known. 
Curious cases by Laénnec.—Laénnec has no idea of it, but he mentions 
one or two curious circumstances. He says that the following fact was 
‘communicated to him by one of his ¢ res, as affording a curious: 
instance of nervous affection in a man not subject to asthma. * A man, 
40 years of age, slightly hypochondriacal, but otherwise in good health, 
ished to go on horseback to pay a visit some distant from his 
house. As soon as he left the town where he resided, which is situated 
in an extensive plain, he felt an immediate oppression on the chest, from 
the impression of the country air. He took no notice of this at first ; 
but the dyspnoea havi tly increased, and being now attended by a 
sense of faintness, he determined to return. He had scarcely turned his 
horse, when he found himself better; and in a few minutes he recovered 
‘both his breath and his ner Not suspecting any relation between 
this momentary uneasiness his j » he once more attempted to 
advance, and was again soon attacked with the dyspnea and faintness. © 
On turning towards the town, these passed off. After having made re- 
peated attempts to proceed, and always with the same result, he finally 
returned, and in just as good health as when he set out. I have lately 
met (continues Laénnec) with a case very analogous to the one just re- 
lated, only that in this sym were more severe and the cause 
different. Count H., a man of robust constitution, and, although now 
82 years of age, still possessed of a of vigor unusual even at the 
age of 60, has been subject from his infancy to attacks of asthma, and is. 
habitually somewhat short breathed. Since his filtieth year he has had a 
slight cough, and in the morning a pituitous expectoration, intermixed 
occasionally with some yellow — The asthmatic attacks have always 
been unfrequent with him, but they have invariably come on if any per- 
son has inadvertently shut his bedroom door, or if his night lamp bee by 
any chance gone out. As soon as either of these accidents occur, he 
immediately awakes with a feeling of oppressive suffocation, and after a 
few minutes he becomes insensible. On the occasions alluded to, the 
attack is got rid of by opening the doors and. windows, lighting the can- 
dles, and carrying patient into the open air.’ 1 presume it is the 
smell of the lump which causes it, and perhaps the emanations from his 
own body—the smell of his own perspiration when he is shut up : that 


| is cause. 


(CASES ILLUSTRATING THE TYPHOID FORM OF CROUP.- 
(Comimuntented for the Boston Medical and @argieal 
‘N..K., 0 female child. aged 3 years, bad hooping cough, during which 
she was attacked with croup. Her parents, litle acquainted with sick- 
ness, supposed these symptoms to be only an aggravation of the first 
disease ; and believing, as too many do, that medical advice is unneces- 
‘sary in that disease, neglected to call me in till twenty-four hours had 
elapsed from the auack. By this time the symptoms had become v 
alarming. The respiration was exceedingly difficult ;. the surface, parti- 


_ cularly the face and extremities, were dark colored ; the extremities were — 


cold, tongue and fauces dark,- the tonsils enlarged, the pulse was very 
frequent, and the child was very restless and irritable. The bowels had 


been costive ; and during the paroxysms of coughing, vomiting often took 
place of gi | 


was ‘given, and after its operation such — 


doses were administered as would remain on the stomach, at intervals of 
ao hour. Sinall doses of calomel were frequently repeated, and the feet 


were immersed in warn water to restore the warmth. Afier the ca 1 


Operated as physic, it was combined with such doses:of the Dover’s 


powder as would prevent too much catharsis. Ten hours after the-first 


_ visit no relief was procured by the remedies, and the symptoms were, if 
_ possible, more distressing. The cough, which was severe, was bar 
An emetic of subsulphate of mercury was given, 

operated thoroughly without affording any relief ; a blister was appli 

to the throat, and a solution of the nitrate of silver (twenty pm ag an 

‘ounce of water) was directed. to be extensively applied to the fauces, 

with the brush of a quill, every hour. Five grains of caloinel and two of 

Dover's powder were continued through the night. After. the third 
plication of the solution to the fauces, the symptoms were immedi 


mitigated. In the morning, twenty hours after our first visit, we found 


the child calmly sleeping, respiration quite easy, skin moist and of a 
pleasant temperature. The mouth and fauces were very sore, of a florid 
r y the solution was very annoying for two or s, whe 
it got better, and all the symptoms of croup disappeared. ss 


R., a stout healthy boy, aged 3 years, .was attacked 


with croup. A hoarseness had been coming on for three days, which — 


increased suddenly so that be could utter no more than a whisper. His 

was very laborious, skin cool, pulse rapid and small, 

‘had complained of soreness of throat and difficulty of swallowing from 
first... Upon inspecting his tifoat, the tonsils were found. enlarged, 
of a dark red color, and covered. on the. side with ash-colored sloughs. 
Warm applications were made to his feet and legs, An, emetic of the 
tincture of bloodroot was given him, and calomel and Dover’s powder as 
in Case J. The bloodroot was also continued in smaller doses, fre- 
quently repeated. During the first twenty-four .hours there was little 
| “ny in the ae The next day the remedies were continued, 
and the solution of nitrate 


of silver was applied to the fauces. Alter this: 


7 
- 
. 
} 


and opium, in the form-of Dover’s powder, gt al 

*Case I1.—A child of H. W., aged 2 s, had been ill of hoarse- 
days 


On the evening 


was despatched for me.I arrived at 
found that the child hed just expired. 


ion of 
! for the 
the anxiety of the family, told them that the child 
promised to see it the next day. During the operation emetic, the 
collepeed, died in tow hours 
Case V.—A child of 4, attacked with | 
symptoms were unequivoc severe. tleman w ‘ 
been with me but a short time tay The 


surface was cool and pale, the respiration very distressing, the 
t. An emetic, and bleeding, the | 
without relief; the’ symptoms were constantly getting worse. In the 
evening, ten or twelve hours after the first prescription, I saw the pees | 
The surface was livid, cold and moist ; the bowels had moved freely; — 


the restlessness was extreme—the powers of life were fast 
death took place in two or three hours after. ips: 


Case VI.—Two days after the only remaini 
2 years, was sudden! attacked with symptoms 


Cases illustrating the Typhoid Form of Croup. 
application had been ‘repeatedly to the fences, he complained of 
id redness, and he resisted the application with great effort. From this | 
time convalescence commenced, end by the fourth day he wes well, ~ 
| "his child had frequent attacks of croup afterward of a common charac: __- 
to t played aboc nll bed- 
symptoms of severe c were manifest. Being absent myseli, e pupi 
oF thine ame about 11 o'clock. nc 4 
not evacuate mov 
child of A. B., io tho commer of 1898, wes 
with c parents some distance a physician, anddelayed” 
ite for-medical sid till the skill of ‘the:neig nood was exhausted. 
inking—anc 
of T. H., aged, 
bad been qu I lor somedays. 1 saw the child soon after the symp- 
toms of croup were manifest. enestining tie |: Gound them 
dark colored, the tonsils enlarged and covered with ash-colored sloughs. _ 
Was 
warm wine whey with ammoniated alcohol was frequently given. Strong 
volatile liniment was frequently rubbed over the throat and chest ; ca- 
lomel, combined with Dover’s powder, was administered, s0 as not to act 
The tincture of bloodroot was also given. 


vascular action, might be multiplied if it were neces- 
. Itis conceived, however, that enough have been related to esta- 
the fact that indiscriminate practice is inadmissible in croup. 


the 
been saved from many a fatal mistake in my prescriptions. Croup is a 


~ gapid disease—it affords the practitioner little time to correct his own 


errors. It is highly important that his first impressions be correct, and 
that the practice * founded true pai ical principles, be prom 


making up a verdict. Very little attention to have been hitherto 
given, by courts, to the knowledge and skill of the professional witnesses, 


superficial than are liable to give 


hasty opinions, than there are of those who act from cool, deliberate judg- 
ment, it is believed that in the present state of things the legal decisions 
jori and that 


or a Du have in t of. closely inspecting 
| MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. | 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Sargical Journal.) 
a Pursicians, as a body, are probably more deficient in medical jurispru- 
[= dence, than in any other deparinent of their profession. Not more then : 
: one or two in a county, in some instances in a State, appear to have 
: ever attended to the subject, with a degree of accuracy in any manner - 
: summoned before a court of justice, for the most part, they are all equally 
seem to consider that they are bound in honor not to change their mind, 
whatever may be the additional evidence. - There is camosvege a great 
_  @iserepancy of opinion, and the variation in the judgment of different 
members of the profession is, perhaps generally, in direct proportion to 
the degree of their information in relation to the subject matter under 
| consideration. These different and sometimes clashing opinions usually 
confound the court aod jury, and leave an impression “that medical testi- 
_ best, is ~ uncertain,, and but little to be — on, in 
w t are all important points, w Opinions are concerned ; 
but on the same principles as in cases of fact, the number of the witnesses, 
: rather than their competency and the weight of their testimony, as far as 
their influence » seems to decide the question. As there are ever 
7 better justice would often be done if no i inions had ever 
professional opinions | 
Neither the legal nor the medical department is entirely free from cen- 
sure, though a much greater share of the fault lies upon the latter than 
the former. Every lawyer ought to be acquainted with the outlines of 
the subject, and to know so much about it as to be able to determine, in 


y 
Asa body, it is apprehended they have not attended to the sub 
para ledged principles, and be reduced to a 
acknow principles, consequen | 

science. In this respect, medical jurisprudence differs widely from the 
practice of physic. The mere empiric, if hé has only a happy tact, may 
often be a pretty good physician, with very little professional ing 5 
but learning and science are indispensable in medical jurisprudence. 
accurate acquaintance with anatomy, physiology, nosology, materia me- 
dica, chemistry, and other auxiliary branches, is here demanded. ‘There 
is some very striking defect, where it is. necessary to examine a 
dead body, and many of the vital parts are often left-uninspected. An 
instance is recollected, of supposed strangulation, in which the’ 
lungs, heart, stomach, and intestines, were. not examined at all, and y: 
lation, and the prisoner was convicted of murder and executed. 

It would be easy to multiply instances of a similar description, not 
only in this country but in England, where courts have been misled 
the ignorance and palpable mistakes of physicians. As respects a thor- 
ough examination of a dead body,-in general, there can be no apology 
for a deficiency, and every court ought to know when this is imperfect; - 
and it must certainly act upon wrong principles, if a superficial and par- 
tial inspection is allowed to be of any weight when a complete inv 
tion was practicable. Io fact, the of the physician, from 
of anatomical examination, ought to acquit the accused ; since it is not 

a maxim of law, but of common sense, that the fullest evidence 

n ate case in an a tate, w : 
inspection of the body was so very imperfect. It was an important 

int to ascertain whether it was a case of suicide, or of murder bya . 

ign hand. All the means which were available to decide the ques- 
tion were not resorted to in season ; and the subsequent examination 
_ could not remove the difficulty. _ It is not here intended to censure the 
gentlemen who conducted the first.examination, as the circumstances 
which then a more accurate investigation are not known. 
However, this case, and the other which has been referred to, ought to 
make a strong impression upon the profession, and teach them hereafter 
‘to omit no circumstance which can possibly throw any light upon an 
intricate case. They to-be familiar with medical jurisprudence, 
- to make it one of their first studies, and never to go into a court so 


pe as to life of a fellow citizen; from a hasty or 
data. 


s a good degree, whether a ph sician understands the matter, and gives his 
opinions from correct peiacighal or from mere ‘accident and prejudice. 


7 


years, five months and sixteen days after the time of 


‘ 


was sixteen 
- the accident. While the pain and tumor were in the left side, the doc- 


thought it a hernia, oat | was it ever 
supposed to be the source trouble ysicians during — 

The patient’s health bas been very good ever since, and he is is now 
living a short distance from this place. The end of the stick that first 
seer “eee The stick, when it came away, had three col- 
of roundish balls concreted on it; one near the end that first — 


and one near the opposite end. These 

are of various sizes, some nearly as 
and others smaller. They are, to appearance, all of the same substance, 
having a earthy; and osseous a but not exactly like 
either. surface of the stick itself, for some depth, is of the same 
substance. The stick'is in the possession of the patient, and I have 
often had the of examining it. 


3 
tei 


ie might be on 00 yeu. I have been advised by some medical friends to 

prepare s a copy for publication. If you think it deserves to be spread 

the profession in that way, please to state vite Bie 

would insert it. Yous he. inam Baxter. 
To Alden March, M.D., Albany. 


DECEASE OF DR.. WILLIAM ATCHERSON. 


Estracte from an Adres delivared before the Vermont Second Medical 


at their Semi-annual Meeting, in June, 1833. 
ELLS. 


[Commenicated for the Boston Medical 


Mr. Presipent ann Fettows or Soctety,—I 


indulgence while I make a few brief remarks upon the reer 
disease which terminated the life, of our late friend and brother 
William Atcherson. 

He wes taken unwell last , immediately sfier a fall from 


“his carriage, by which he was much bort at the time ; but he did not 


then, po oe ever after, appear to attach much consequence to the 


of my owa il hah , and that of my family, T.did 
him unti time in the month of November. From that time 
until his death, which took place on the 26th of January, the symp- 
toms in his case were those, and only those, which usually accompany 
inflammation and suppuration of the liver. These have been so -accu- 
Be who have devoted their time and talents to 
are so well understood by this audience, that it 
your patience for me to attempt a delineation — 
of them. wpe Jour pce of, were such as are usually | 
resorted to in like cases. Bleeding by cups and leeches, the tepid bath, 
blistering, mercury and externally applied 
friction, were mong those upon which the 


. 
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Yet suffice it to say, the disease progressed slowly, but steadily, to its 


fatal termination. 
© {Phe post-mortem examination discovered, as was anticipated, a 
abscess, containing several pints of thick yellow pus ; it pointed upw 
and had made an opening through the diaphragm, into the cavity of the 
thorax. Upon elevating the sternum, and bringing 'o view the cavity of 
the thorax, every one who witnessed it was astonished. to find every 
vestige of the right lobé of the lungs had disappeared, and in its stead 
were found severul quarts of thin sanious pus ; yet there had not, since 
the earl of his sickness, been any troublesome cough or expectora- 
tion. stethoscope had been frequently ied during his illness, 


_ without leading those by whom “it was « to any disease — 


of the lungs ; and but’ two or three days previous to his death, by one 
who possesses a skilful hand and a discriminating ear, they were pro- 
nounced to be sound. 
Thus terminated the brief of him loss we 
sincerely » At the very ‘zen is prospects ulness, 
he was cut down, and will rise not till the last loud trump shall sum- 
mon him.—The forebodings of approaching dissolution awaken the 
‘keenest sensibilities of our nature ; the stoutest heart trembles at the 
prospect, and would feign linger yet a little longer on these -mortal 


shores. ‘0 how mysterious and inscrutable are the ways of Provi- — 


dence !’ ‘Surely it is not in man to direct his steps.’ But a few 

days since, as 4 w of health sat on his cheeks as that which flush- 

es ours: but a fe 

those unstrung mascles could bound as high, as ours : prospects of 

and long life were as bright and flattering as ours. , 

~ Dissolution, too, reigns throughout the world inanimate. Summer’s 
and verdant livery in sickly yellow pines away before the chilling 
of Autumn. Th 

sun. The stately oak, which bas endured the rude blasts of ’ 

threatening a kind of v ble immortality, .in rottenness dissolves 

lies unnoticed from the it shaded. The hills, by perpetual washing, 

and by gravitation of looser particles, are sinking to a level with the 

valleys. Yea, the great globe itself (with awe I name it), and these 


material heavens, shall dissolve, and like the fabric of a 


vision leave not a wreck behind.’ 

The same unerring law of nature pervades universal creation. What 
‘myriads of insects flit and buzz away their lives in a summer’s sun ! 
t hecatombs of beasts are sacrificed to one revolving year! And 
is. man mortal, too? Man, who measures the earth, counts the. stars, 
subjects nature? Yes, my friends, immortal man is mortal. His 
is swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and cradles do but rock 


w days since, that lifeless pulse could beat as well, 


he flowery tribes will scarce live out a summer’s. 


their common home! How soon will this assembly, should all the 
. hopes in it of long life be realized, moulder in the silent mansions of the 
soon mighty myriads who now swarm on of 
whole earth, surfeiting in unthinking mirth, or teeming with wise 


_ place two days after. 


the dust ‘tread on ! No sex, or condition, ye a i against 


the king of terrors. T infant—the youth, whose cheeks are 
flushed with health, whose tide of life runs high, who never thought of © 
death but in distant prospect—the middle aged, and the old, may at an 
unexpected moment yield to the dread summons. | 

An afflictive Providence has deprived this Society of one of its most — 


_ valuable members. Long had he a Fellow of it, and his loss will 


be lastingly felt. As a practitioner of medicine, he was respectable, 
a careful investigator of cause and effect, Somer in his prescriptions, 
consequently successful. He possessed abilities, and he was ever ready 
modestly to use them for the benefit of his fellow men. meets 


 fity was unsuspected, his character literal, and he was, we humt 


hope, a friend to that God in whose immediate presence he now appears. 


| CASES OF DISEASES OF THE KIDNEYS. i 
Tut history of. the pathological states of the kidneys is still very im- 
perfect. The late Dr. Dance, who died a few months ago of chalera, , 
one of the physicians of the Hétel Dieu, at Paris, left some manuscript 
observations on this subject ; from these we select the most. interesting. 
Case I.—Numerots Calculi in the Substance of the Kidneys ; Dila- 
tation of the Infundibula and Pelves, which were also inflamed. _ 
Agi 23, entered the hospital on the 12:h January, 1824. Two 
years toda hal before, she Grst voided some blood with her urine, and 
severe 


pains at the time in the loins. The urine was muddy, thick,’ 


and afterwards whitish and purulent, and scanty in quantity. These 
symptoms continued more or less for 18 months, at which time she ex- | 
perienced a feeling of great weight and heaviness in the renal region, and 


the urine still deposited the same puriform matter, but there was no sand 


or gravel mixed with it. Three weeks ago the catamenia were suddenly 


_ suppressed by exposure to cold, and from that period she has been very 


ill, complaining of great pain and tenderness over all the abdomen and 
in the loins ; thirst, nausea, urine voided with much pain, and only io ; 
small quantities. Leeches were applied to the anus, and an emollient 
isan ordered. The severe pains of the abdomen were relieved, but 
those of the kidneys became worse and worse. Vomiting, pulse weak | 
and feeble, facies hippocratica, announced approachi deat, which took 


Dissection.—The kidneys were found larger by one third than usual, 
embossed on their surface, hard and nie ig A the finger in some 
places, and fluctuating in others. On dividing them, the scalpel 
against numerous calculi nicked into the substance of the kidneys, and 
jets of eg ng: 8g at the same time from many points. Nine. calculi 
were found in left kidney, and 15 in the right; each of these was . 
contained in a sort of cyst, lined with a mucous membrane, and was 
bathed in purulent matter. These cysts were the dilated calices and 


 infundibula.... The: calculi varied in color, being white, yellowish, or 


- 


: Decease of Dr. William Aicherson. 855 
sh-colored ; many were ol the alternating sort, and consisted of nu- 


356. Cases of Diseases of the Kidneys. 

“merous of uric acid, and ammoniaco-magnesian phosphates. The 
. substance of the kidneys was much wasted ; the ureters were 
greatly thickened ; bladder small, and its texture indurated ; its mucous 
membrane affected with chronic inflammation. | 

Case Nephritis, with Symptonis simulat- 


ing those of Malignant Agues—speedy Death. ' 
Amason, et. 35, bad for three weeks suffered from a severe fixed pain | 


‘in the renal region, which had been preceded by an cedematous puffness 


of the lower extremities. No cause could be assigned for the attack. | 
On admission, the renal region and sealing. te 

the hand ; the whole abdomen was so tense as to preclude an accurate - 
examination ; the counteuance expressed great anxiety, the pulse small 
and rapid. Venesectio ; blood inflamed. The ya sce were not re- 
lieved ; the tongue became red and dry ; the | pain extended 
round to the epigastrium ; and the urine was voided frequently and in 
small quantities ; no sickness or vorniting ; no pain nor retraction of the 


‘testicle, nor numbness in the groins. Shiverings, horripilation, and 


other symptoms of the cold of fever, came on ; he was copiously 
bled ; the pain of the Kidneys not abated. For two or three mornings 


‘successively a similar febrile paroxysm recurred ; the urine became of a 
blackish color, but deposited a white sediment. + 


On the Gth day after admission, the patient was much worse ; features 
greatly altered ; breathing difficult, and severe pain in the epigastrium 
and region of the kidneys. The quotidian paroxysms began with vio- - 
lent shiverings. Two days afterwards he died. 

_ Dissection.— Head ; three or four spoonfuls of serum in the ventri- 
cles. Chest. Lungs gorged with a frothy fluid. Abdomen. Left 
in size ; at its upper part was a small abscess, between 


kidney quadru 
its tunica propria and the cortical substance, which was of a brown and 


purplish red color. Numerous small abscesses, varying in size from that 
of a pea to that of a hazel-nut, scattered through the texture of the kid- 
ney, found chi neur to its surface; here and there the pus ap- | 
peared to be infiltrated through the renal tissue, which had become much 

softened and converted into a flaky detritus ; its color was generally a 


teddish brown, but marbled with white points of suppuration: These — 


morbid appearances were most conspicuous in the cortical substance. 
The pelvis was sound, and also the corresponding ureter. The right 
kidney was wasted, of a firm resisting texture, and: not exceeding in 


size a hen’s egg 5 its surface was i rly undulating and embossed, 
as we observe in the fcetal state polvis and ureter quite 
ble. Bladder contracted on itself ; half filled with a thick muddy 


urine, like a decoction of brain. 
parenchyina | not as in nephritis, mucous 
membrane of the pelves and infundibula. The yenene, with the ex- 
ception of the fixed and severe pains in the loins, very much resembled 
those of a malignant intermittent, or perhaps rather remittent fever ; 
aggravation was Physicians should at- 
to this. if 


. 
. 


~ 


Cases of, Diseases of the Kidneys 


Case II1.—Hypertrophy and Ramollissement of both Kidneys, giving 
. «rise to general Dropsy. yor 
A female, aged $2, stated that she had been, for 18 months, more of 
less. affected with dropsy of the legs and belly. No cause could be as- 
signed. The heart was deemed sound, upon auscultation ; there were 
no palpitations or dyspnaa—could lie easily in the horizontal posture, — 
— A constant dull pain in the right hypochondrium ; with the exception of 
this, the patient complained of no other uneasiness. Urine thin, limpid 
and very scanty ; thirst moderate, pulse small. The disease increased 
in spite df diuretics, and she died suddenly and unexpectedly a month 
afier her admission. The symptoms were altogether of a negative nature. 
Dissection.—Cellular texture loaded with serum. Half a pint of ef- 
fusion in each pleura. Lungs and heart healthy. Several pints of se- 
rum in the abdomen. Liver healthy, although it was of a color some- 
what yellowish ; other viscera sound, except the kidneys, which were 
greatly enlarged, and also sofiened in texture. their color was that of 
yellow wax ; the tunica propria adhered very loosely to the cortical sub- 
stance, which was the structure chiefly affected, the tubular portion 
appearing healthy ; the contrast between these two was very marked ; | 
by scraping with the finger, and having a stream of water to play on it, 
the whole of the former might be washed away, so soft it was, while the 
central medullary part was left. The infundibula, pelves, &c. were 


Remarks.—The eding isa illustration of that species of 
dropsy which is by in the texture of kid- 
neys, and which Drs. Bright and Christison first made known. We 
have already stated that the thoracic viscera were sound, and also the 
liver, which are the organs, to diseased states of which dropsy is usually 
referable ; but in the present case, the ‘ origo mali ’ was in the kidneys, 
and in the secretory part of these, in consequence of which they no 
longer can relieve the system of superfluous water of the system. Dr. | 
- Bright states, that the urine is albuminous in all cases of renal dropsy, 
and he regards this condition as pathognomonic. Dr. Christison has 
in similar instances detected-urea in the blood. As far as our observa- 
tions extend, we should say that the quantity of urine is very unusually 
small, and that it diminishes in the p s of the disease. "The thirst 
is also not so considerable as in other dropsies. 7 

It is still a question, what is the true nature of the changes which the 
kidneys undergo ; it is too much the case in the present day to ascribe 
every example of ramollissement to a slow inflammation ; there is sel- 
dom any pain, and if there is, it is rather a dull heaviness than an acute 
feeling ; hematuria in several cases has preceded the first symptoms of 
dropsy. Many cases of what have hitherto been deemed essential, or 
idiopathic dropsy, are probably of the character of the above-related. 


Case 1V.—Contraction and Obliteration of one of the Ureters, with 
Suppuration of the Kidney. 
_ A man, et. 73, was brought to the hospital in a state-of insensibility ; 


= 
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Cases of Diseases of the Kidneyp. 
drium, extending from the edge of: the ribs to the crista ili ; the patien 
sold give wo excount of i. "Hie ied a on on the wing 


iy of part of thé cerebellum. The tumor — 
of the left hypochondrium arose from a diseased kidney ; it formed an- 
immense cyst, which distinctly fluctuated under the finger ; it extended 
from the diaphragm to the iliac fossa; when punctured, -nearly three 
s of true pus flowed out. The pus had not been contained in one 
, but in numerous compartments separated from each other by im- — 
~ perfect = ngewe: and each of which was lined with a distinct mucous 
coat. outward walls of the kidney varied in thickness from one to 
three inches, and here and there presented some traces of cortical renal 
tissue ; no calculus was found. ‘The ureter was so enlarged as to re- 
semble the large intestine ; its upper extremity formed part of, and 
‘could not be distinguished from, the pouch of the kidney ; it was much 
thickened, and strongly fibrous ; an inch from the bladder, it resumed 
its natural dimensions, and had been converted into an impervious 
- cord. The bladder was healthy. The right kidney double its tsual 
size, and of normal structure. : 


Remark.—It is probable that the contraction of the ureter was the 


original cause of all the above mischief. % 3 
V.— Diabetes Mellitus, ollowing 
vious of on iet. 


A man, 24, a short time after he had passed through a course of 
mercury, Pai the following symptoms come on: heat and dryness of 
-. the mouth ; extraordinary thirst ; and great increase of urine : he be- 
‘came gradually worse, and when admitted, his face indicated much dis- 
tress ; a yellow circle round his eyes ; extreme emaciation and debility ; 
skin dry ; thig¢st intolerable, with a feeling of pain in the epigastfium ; 
bowels costive ; in the course of a night be drank more than 12 pints, 
and voided by’ urine as much ; during the day. the drink exceeded the - 
excretion ; urine was transparent, almost colorless and tasteless, but 
_ sugar was found on analysis ; for 10 days vagal bade exclusive 
animal diet ; but his stomach could not bear it, moreover no satis- 
factory result was obtained. A profuse diarrhoea supervened, and while 
this lasted, the diuresis was greatly diminished. Symptoms of hectic 
followed, and he died three or four months after the commencement of 
the disease. a 
Dissection.— Extreme emaciation ; no vestige of fat ; thoracic viscera 
* sound ; chylopoietic viscera nearly normal. There was only one kid- 
ney, and this was placed transversely across the spine ; on each lateral 
extremity was found a supra-renal capsule, situated in its natural posi- 
tion. The shape of this single kidney was like that of a horse-shoe, coa- 
vex above ; its thinnest portion was that which rested on the vertebra, 
and in bulk it equaled two kidneys of ordinary dimensions ; the trans- 


verse h being from seven to eight inches, and its perpendicular from 


three to four. Its texture and consistence were quite normal ; perhaps 
- only a little with blood. The two ‘pelves were directed for- 
. wards, and not inwards as usual; there were two ureters, which were 


‘ 


- Inflammation of the Lungs. $50 
dilated, equaling in dimensions the little finger. In short, in the 
sent, as in most other cases of this disease, the pathology is mene ob 

pabu 


as to the of secretion, viz. the blood. Animal chemistry 
in time elucidate the subject.—Archives Générales. pasa tes 


TREATMENT OF INFLAMMATION OF THE LUNGS, BY LARGE DOSES» 
OF TARTARIZED ANTIMONY. 


Tue following is a resumé of the experience of Dr. Munaret on this 
subject, taken from the Gazette Médicale, wherein the details are pub- 


Number of cases of acute inflammation of the respiratory . 
aha between the 28th of July, 1831, and the 15th of Januay, 1888, 
irty-seven—viz. pleurisies pleuro-pneumonies, 22 ; i 
15—which is about the rate of one case for every fourteen soe 

Seasons.—Spring, 6 cases ; summer, 8 ; autumn, 3 ; winter, 20. 
.— Among , een ten twenty, 2 ;. between 
twenty and thirty, 6 ; between thirty and forty, 4; between forty and 
fifty, 2 ; between fifty and sixty, 1 ; between sixty and seventy, 2. 
the , between ten and twenty, 6 ; between twenty and | 
thirty, 3 ; between thirty and forty, 4; between forty and fifty, 6 ; be- 
tween sixty and seventy, 1. . 
Resulls.—Recovered, 34 ; died, 3—viz. a blind and 
ralytic woman, affected for a time. with organic disease of the lungs ; 
a woman who was doing well, when some other medicine was substi 
for the tartar yon Dr. Munaret. 
Description o ethod.—Iu most patients are of sanguineous 
temperament, the practice commenced with a bleeding at the arm, re- 
peated according to circumstances. In the more and feeble, the 
application of leeches to the chest was preferred. The Rasorien potion — 
was administered thus :— 
No. 1.—Distilled Water, 3v.; Tartarized Antimony, gr. v.; Lauda- 


num, git. v. | 
No. 2.—Distilled Water, 3v.; Tartarized Antimony, gr. viii.; Lau 
num, gtt. vill. 

No. 3.—Distilled Water, $v.; Tartarized Antimony, gr. xii.; Lau- 
m, gtt. xvi. 
A tables ul every two or three hours ; cold water in abundance 
during the intervals. 

As the disease declines, blisters, squills, &c. 

Progress of the Disease.—Eleven days the mean duration. 
resis is the constant indication of the medicine acting favorably ; vomit- 
ing alone, or accompanied by purging, fourteen times in thirty-seven— 
viz. in eleven women and three men. A few drops of laudanum added 
to the potion, overcomes this effect. At other times, and indeed more 


; ng takes without vomiting, and without aggravating 


oso : Case of Transfusion of Blood. 
: Doses of Antimony.—From five to sixty grains, and upwards, in three 


; mean quantity during the treatment, sixteen to twenty days. 
_ Precautions.— Patient and those about him to be made acquainted 
with the probable effect of the medicine, otherwise it is apt to be discon- 
tinved in the absence of the practitioner. : J 
erence.——Tartar emetic, administered in large doses, and se 
continued, with antiphlogistics and derivatives, is, to acute inflammations 
— of the chest which are not complicated, what quina is to ague. 


CASE OF TRANSFUSION OF BLOOD. 


Successful Case of daa 3d Blood. By Dr. ScHNEEMANN, 


anover.. 


Tat subject of this case was a stout healthy woman, aged thirty, who 
- had already had two children, and at each delivery had suffered conside- 
rably from hemorrhage, before the removal of the placenta. On ber 
third delivery a violent hemorrhage set in about two hours after the birth — - 
of the child, the placenta being still retained, in spite of the efforts of 
the midwife to promote its expulsion by friction and pressure on the 
uterine region ; she then attempted to extract it, but in vain ; she there- 
fore sent at once for Dr. S. On his arrival he found the patient in a 
faint, which had lasted for some time, and respiration and circulation 
were scarcely perceptible ; the abdomen seemed pretty much enlarged, 
but the hemorrhage had: ceased for the time. He immediately ordered 
her some wine, and a teas ful of tincture of cinnamon ; and when she 
had come a little to herself, introduced his hand into the uterus, and ex- 
tracted the placenta, first removing the coagula, which bad quite plugged 
the entrance. The organ then contracted powerfully ; which of course 
vented the renewal of the hemorrhage. The patient now got some 


more wine, and half a drachm of secale cornutum ; the latter being thrice 


repeated. In consequence, she gradually recovered, so much that Dr. 
S. did not think it necessary to aiilie = longer, having been already 
geome hours with her. Accordingly, he ordered her some laudanum, and 
went away. Soon afierwards, however, the husband of the patient came 
to him, with the intelligence, that on his wife’s turning in the bed, the 
hemorrhage had come on again with great violence ; that when he left 
her she was speechless, and that he feared she would be no more before 
they returned. Dr. S. at once sdw that the only chance of saving the 
poor woman was to have recourse to the transfusion of blood. Not hav- 
ing @ proper apparatus for the purpose, he purchased a syringe with a 
pipe, on his way to the patient’s house, and brought two medical 

ents with him, as assistants. On their arrival, they found her with 
every sign of approaching dissolution : the hemorrhage had ceased, and 
the uterus was larger than when he had left her. He therefore again 
introduced his hand into it, removed the large coagula with which it was 
distended, and, by pressing for a few minutes through its posterior wall 
on the aorta, endeavored to determine the small quantity of blood that 
Femained, more to the heart and the brain. By this means, together 


4 

| 

| 

{ 

| 
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with pressure on the uterus from without, the organ to contract 
and resume. its usual size and form : leaving it to the midwife to attend to 
keeping it so, he next prepared. for the operation of transfusion. The 
husband readily offered his arm and, after some difficulties, from the 
nature of the apparatus, about seven or eight ounces of blood were in- 
jected : the man then became so weak and faint that no more could be 
taken from him. In about half an hour after the operation, the woman. 
began to come to ; and in three hours, with the assistance of wine and 
other restoratives, she was wonderfully recovered. (The hemorrhage did 
- Not again return ; and though she subsequently suffered greatly from ia- 
flammation of the wounded vein, in consequence of which she had to 
undergo a severe salivation, she eventually ined her health and 
strength, a great paleness of the countenance being the only visible me- 
morial of the danger she had escaped.— Dublin Journal. — bot 
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BOSTON, JULY 17, 1833. 


PATENT MEDICINES. 
We notice by the last number of the Journal of the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, that an attempt has been made, by the enterprising mem- 
bers of that association, to give to some of the popular preparations a 
character which may entitle them to the confidence of the community, 
and avert the danger with which their employment is at present accom- 
panied. It is well known to the members of the profession, and still bet- 
ter to dealers, that few if any of the old patent medicines conform — 
precisely or even nearly to the model of the original inventor. A large 
proportion of these go by the name of English preparations, the descrip- 
tion of which, when patented, is entered at the office, and there remains a 
secret until the period of the patent has expired. During this time, 
therefore, the market. is supplied partly with the genuine article, and partly | 
with such imitations as the skill and chemical knowledge of others may 
enable them to substitute for it. This circumstance_of itself produces a 
very considerable diversity in the preparation of the medicines, and brings 
into use a variety of articles under the same name. When the patent 
expires, the recipe becomes known, and may be employed by others ; but 
it by no means follows, ‘that the article is afterwards manufactured in 
accordance with it. If the previous imitation has acquired a considerable 
degree of popularity, it continues to be vended under the same name. It 
often happens, too, that when these authorized recipes come to be exem- 
ined, they are found to embrace such a heterogeneous variety, and com- . 
bined with so little attention to the qualities of the articles, as to make it 
very doubtful whether such was the real composition of the article, aad 
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render the expediency of adopting it very questionable, if it was. Such 
changes therefore are introduced, as the fancy and convenience of the 
preparer may happen to suggest ; and among the considerations which 
receive attention, that of economy is by no means the least important. 
Hence it will naturally happen, that the more expénsive ingredient is 
either omitted, or its place supplied by something more easily procured ; 
and this substitution will particularly happen, where an article is produced 
in the locality where the medicine is prepared, similar in its properties to 
the foreign ingredient. 

i Did the changes thus gradually introduced, go no farther than to change 
or modify the inert or less active ingredients in a composition, the altera- 
tion would be comparatively unimportant. A somewhat gieater or less 
proportion of saffron, cloves, mace, or anise, in a cathartic preparation, 
though it might reader it more or less agreeable, would not materially 
affect Ks virtues. But the evil has not stopped here. Medicines con- 
taining opium have been found on examination to vary so greatly, that 


one preparation has contained ten or even fifteen times the amount of the 


narcotic which entered into the composition of the other. It is stated of 


Batenian’s Pectoral Drops, that the quantity of opium in one formula is. — 


14 grains, and in another 106 grains to the pint. In Godfrey’s-Cordial, 
' @a article of much more common use, and which is daily administered to 
‘young children, the diversity, though less, is such as has fully justified 
‘the condemnation of this article by physicians. It is stated in the article 
before us, that some of the recipes contain 4.46 parts, and others but .92 
parts of opium, in 1000 parts of the liquid ; so that the quantity which on 
the latter supposition contained ,'; of a grain of opium, a very proper 
gtain of the same article. 

; “In view of the facts alluded to, and others of the same kind, the Col- 


end having compared them, to prepare, in such manner as they should 
judge to be expedient, a set of formule to be submitted to the trustees, to 
ceived formule for those preparations. 

| The objects which the committe profess to have had in view in prepar 
tag the in question, are the fellowing 

“1. To form a medicine possessing the chief compatible virtues ascribed 
to it in the usually accompanying directions. 

“2. To approach as nearly as is consistent with this design, to the re- 
cipes in common use, rejecting inert and superfluous articles. : | 
erdered in the direction. 
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members, and likewise the printed directions which accompany them ; 
| 
| 


Gonorrhea and its Treatment. $88 
4. To direct, in their composition, articles which are easily prgcured 
genuine, and of a price such as not to hold out a temptation to alter or 
adulterate the medicine. 
In conformity with these views, the committee presented to the Society 
eight formule, for patent medicines, under the following titles. 1. 
Hooper’s Female Pills. 2. Anderson’s Scot’s Pills, 3. Bateman’s 
Pectoral Drops. 4. Godfrey’s Cordial. 5. Dalby’s Carminative. 6, ~ 
Turlington’s Balsam of Life. 1%. Steers’s Opodeldoc. 8. British Oil, 
For the particular mode recommended of preparing these, we refer tothe 
paper itself, ia which are contained the reasons which influenced the 
committee in varying from the usual combinations. For quoting the 
following remarks with which the paper concludes, we offer no apology. 
¢ In conclusion, the committee call the attention of the trustees to the 
character of the printed directions for these medicines. We are aware 
that custom has so strongly associated the idea of the genuineness 
of the Patent Medicines, with particular shapes of the vials that contain - 
them, and with certain printed labels, as to render an alteration in them 
an affair of difficulty. Many who use these preparations would not pur- 


chase British oil that was put up in a conical vial, nor Turlington’s bel- 


sam in acylindrical one. The stamp of the excise, : the King’s ‘royal 
patent, the seal and coat of arms which are to prevent counterfeits, the 
solemn caution against quacks and oy ners. and the certified lists of 
incredible cures, have not even now ‘their influence. In strippi 
these medicines of their extravagant pretensions and false assertions, 
committee are aware that they incur some risk of decreasing their sale. 
As they now stand, however, they carry a falsehood in their very front, 
and are a reproach to the profession. Owing to the very falsifica- 
tions that have been vended under their name, the confidence of the 
public in them, and their consequent sale, have no doubt lessened. If 
the trustees should therefore adopt the report which is now laid before 
them ; have suitable papers of directions for the medicines prepared and - 
priated ; and make arrangements for furnishing them to such of the 
members as should adopt’ these recipes ; the committee believe that the 
reputation of the college preparations would soon become widely spread, — 


- . and that we should reap the benefit of the examination which has now 


been made, in an increased public confidence in the institution and its 
members ; the influence of which would be felt in extending the drug 
be made and lay before the board, preparations of 
. committee have ay ati 

each of the formule recommended by them.’ , 


Ir is said to be a very easy thing to cure a gonorrhea. We have not 
found it so. One physician will tell you that such a mixture always cures 
it in five days ; another has a preparation that will do the work in three ; 
and athird is so unfortunate that he can seldom entirely remove the 
complaint in less than a week. Authors of books allow us s month; 
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writers in the periodicals sometimes confess half that time ; but the pro- 
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poser gf new remedy is seldom satisfied with anything more than 
ortwo, For ourselves, we have treated cases of all kinds, and at all 


of*the disease. We have tried all the remedies that have beea 
proposed for the lust thirteen years; and when an oil or an extract, a pill — 
or a draught, a simple injection ora patent wash, has been gravely prow 
nounced, n good authority, to have removed the disease in a week, we 
confess that the remedy has been seized with a great and perhaps foolish 
degree of confidence, and tried to our heart’s content—content, not with 
6) Cficacy, but its total inefficiency. Treatment physiological, and 
_. tréatment empirical, have always failed to cure one full half of all the 


Cases that we have had the misfortune to encounter. The discharge will 


often disappear in a day or two, or a-week or two, and it is in this state 
of cases that they have probably been published ; but it almost invariably 
comes on again, and, as we before remarked, full one half our cases 
have been protracted for five or six weeks, or. terminated in confirmed 


" There is one remedy yet to be tried here, which, like its predecessors, % 


has recently been found, abroad, to surpass all others in the rapidity and 
effect with which’ it accomplishes its work. It is an injection of the ni- 
trate of silver, in solution. This practice, the reader will recollect, is 
condemned by Carmichael, as extremely hazardous, and endangering 
the sanity if not the integrity of the bledder and its appendages. But 
it & welf known that the precise nature of the action of this remedy on 
e the mucous membrane, has not been understood until very recently. 
I'weoty years ugo, a proposition to rub inflamed tonsils or fauces every 
two or three days with a stick of lunar caustic would have been deemed 


sufficient evidence of unwarrantable rashness in a physician, if not of 


absolute insanity or ignorance. Now the practice is most common, 
its perfect safety and curative effects every medical practitioner has 
learnt from hisown experience. It ‘is neither surprising, then, that Car- 


michael should have condemned this proposal eight or ten years ago, . 


nor that it should be now renewed and carried into practice—with 


whet result, we have too much reason to doubt until it has undergone the — 


test of trial under our own eye. Mr. Lucas, an Irish Surgeon, who has 
recently thus treated this disease, appears to have had a very just view 


of its obstinate resistanee to ordinary remedies ; and he says, with re- 


_ gard to these injections, ‘the results of my experience as to its efficacy 
convinced me, that if it be used with a cautious hand, and at a proper 


time, no bad effects will result, and that this hitherto-almost intractable 
Sisidaee will be brought still more under the control of surgical skill.’ 
Those who have used the nitrate of silver most extensively, as a local al- 
térative, are most established in their conviction of its power in subduing 
diseased action, and the safety with which it may be used on almost any 
portion of the mucous membrane within reach. 
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is diseased in gonorrhea is perhaps 
~ dence will be required. But if the cantion referred to by Mr. L.is uni- 


formly observed, we should regard the remedy as anise b and as 
promising more than any other of recent origin. 

Ten grains of nitrate of silver, dissolved in one ounce of rose water, 
constitutes the injection. The urethra sould. be compressed with 
left hand, about two and a half inches from the orifice, to prevent 
solution from passing further down the passage, and then the solution /in- 
jected freely over the diseased surface, by means of a small syringe of 
bone or ivory. In the cases related, this injection was made at 2 o'clock, 
and again ten hours after—and here the matter ended. We will offer 
the details of a single case, which was drawn up by a medical patient, | 
and which appears to be a fair illustration of this treatment. 

— § Two days after connection, an unusual sensation at the orifice of the 

urethra directed my attention to the part, and I perceived a slight dis- 
charge. Twenty-four hours after, it increased, but supposing the person 
I had connection with would not have deceived me, I hesitated to use a 
remedy. The day following, the discharge was so great, of a yellowish. 

colur, accompanied with scalding, as to place beyond all doubt the ex- 

istence of the disease. The nitrate of silver injection was used attwo 
o’clock P.M., and at twelve o’clock that night. The following morning 
_ the discharge ceased, but there was no appearance of the purulent drop 
you led me to anticipate. At the end of two days, when the irritation 
caused by the injection had ceased, the gonorrhaal discharge returned. 
The injection was used again fur two turns, as before, and a the same 
_ hours. The morning following, on pressing the urethra, I forced outa ~ 

thick drop of purulent matter ; no further discharge followed, and the 
pain gradually subsided.’ 

gleet, this injection totally failed. 


RULES OF DIET. 
Ir is somewhat remarkable with how much confidence some ‘sities and 
among them the most erudite and wise, will prescribe rules of diet on the 
same page that they condemn a like procedure of those who have writ- 
ten before them. ‘There is scarcely a book on dietetics that does not 
hold forth the entire impossibility of giving any precise and practicable 
rules respecting the quantity and quality of food for the healthy or the 
dyspeptic ;—and there is not one in which rules really precise, and pre- 
tending to be practicable, are not laid down, and urged on the reader as 
all-important. Even Dr. Paris, who is not only among the latest, but 
geuerally acknowledged to be author of the best treatise on diet, falls into 
the same error. On page 261 of the last London edition of his work, he 
says—‘ I am really inclined to ask with Feyjoo, Did God create Lewis 


| 


Nothing can be more absurd than to establish a rule of weight and mea- 
sure upon such occasions. Individuals differ from each other so widely 
ia their capacities for food, that to attempt the construction of a universal 
standard, is little less absurd than the practice of the philosophical tailors 
of Laputa, who wrought by mathematical calculation, and entertained a 
supreme contempt for those humble and illiterate fashioners who went to 
work by measuring the person of their customer ; but Gulliver tells us, 
that the worst clothes he ever wore were constructed on abstract princi- 
ples. How, then, it may be asked, shall we be able to direct the propor- 
_ tion of food which it may be proper for an invalid to take ? I shall an- | 
_ wer this question in the words of Dr. Philip, whose opinion so exactly | 
coincides with my own experience, that it would be difficult to discover a 
more appropriate manner of expressing it. ‘‘ The dyspeptic should care- 
fully attend to the first feeling of satiety. There is a moment when the 
‘telish given by the appetite ceases: a single mouthful taken after this, 
oppreases a weak stomach. If he eats slowly, and carefully attends to — 
this feeling, he. will never overload the stomach.” But that such an in- 
dication may not deceive him, let him remember to eat slowly. This is an 
important condition ; for when we eat too fast, we introduce a greater 
quantity of food in the stomach than the gastric juice can at once combine 
with ; the consequence of which is, that hunger may continue for some 
time after the stomach has received more than would be sufficient, under 
' other circumstances, to induce satiety. The advantage of such a rule, 
over every artificial method by weight and measure, must be obvious ; 
for it will equally apply to every person, under whatever condition or 
circumstances he may be placed. If he be of sedentary habits, the feeling 
of satiety will be sooner induced ; and if a concurrence of circumstances 
should have invigorated his digestive powers, he will find no difficulty in 
appartioning the increase of his food, so as to meet the exigencies of the 
occasion.’ 

Thus, literally upon the same page, does Dr. Paris condemn all uni- 
versal rules as absurd, and prescribe one that he says will apply to every 
person, under whatever condition or circumstances he may be placed. 
Nay more—judging from our own experience, we should say that the 
course 80 peremptorily condemned is much wiser and of more general - 
application than the oné so confidently recommended. Invalids are, in 
the first place, generally incapable of forming an accurate judgment as 
to the moment they begin to experience a feeling of satiety ; and if tnis 
be the rule given, we shall find the quantity of food taken, instead of 
being adapted to the powets of the digestive orgaus, and the necessities 
of the system, will be regulated by the habits, prepossessions, prejudices, — 
and whims of each patient. Instead of being uniform, it will vary, with 
the same person, at different times—as one notion after another is taken 
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discretion. Of all persons in the world, a dyspeptic is the last to whose 
own judgment anything respecting his own case should be left. However 
sane and sound that judgment may have been in health, in disease it is 
always impaired, and in this particular affection entirely broken 
down. We had, a year ago, a dyspeptic patient, who complained 
for full six weeks that he could eat nothing, and had eaten nothi 
‘Is there not something, Doctor, that I can eat, something that will make 
me sleep?’ The whole catalogue of alimentaria we named over and 
over, but all were loathed, and any one would really have supposed that the 
poor man was -absolutely dying of starvation.. But it does not always 
answer to depend implicitly on the representations of dyspeptics, however 
pure and principled they may be—for the judgment, as we remarked, is 
impaired, and the mind diseased. This very person, to whose case we 
have alluded, may illustrate the remark. On inquiry of the family du 
his absence, we learnt that this patient ate enormously. Two pints ¢ 
coffee and half a baker's loaf, constituted -his morning meal ; smoked 
salmon and pine apples were in his catalogue, and a large bow! of the 
strongest hyson tca was his draught before going to bed: and yet 
‘the complaint was for food and for sleep. This case we refer to, to. 
show how deceived a person may be respecting the quantity of food he 
absolutely consumes, and how injudicious it must be to depend on the 
rules prescribed by Dr. Paris. The above is an extreme case ; but, in 
different degrees, it is a most common case, and we trust it may be an 
instructive one.to others, as it has been to ourselves. 

Another reason why we prefer limited amounts of food to the rule of 
Dr. P. is, that the digestive process is unquestionably interrupted by 
fixing the attention during a meal on the organs by which this process is 
performed. Every uneasy sensation is noted and magnified—imagined 
most probably to be an omen of ill, and thus the difficulty of judging 
when it is time to stop is increased, and the power of digesting that which 
is eaten diminished. Whereas, if a definite amount of the right kind of 
food is placed upon the plate, and the patient knows that this is to consti- 
tute the meal, it will be likely to be eatea slowly and cheerfully, the mind 
may be directed to other objects, and both the meal and the friends at 
table enjoyed without reserve—a condition we hold in a measure neces- 
sary to the full benefit of food to every one, and particulary to 6 dye 


peptic. 

Without intending to discuss the subject, we will only observe that the 
" gtomach is so capable of education, that it soon accommodates itself to 
any prudent course of diet that may be prescribed, provided the degree 
of labor required of it is not too great: and if there is any rule ‘that 
can with propriety be called universal, it seems to us to be that which 
gives the weight and measure ; and on the other hand, if there is any 
that will prove practically bad, it is that which leaves these ccaditions to 


the judgment of the patient. 
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PERKINS'’S POINTS REDIVIVUS. 


Tar Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal contains the following no- 

tice, which we copy entire. It will be not a little amusing to those who 
are old enough to remember the magic points invented by our country- 
man, Mr. Perkins of Newburyport, and which, so long as the novelty 
lasted, had just as much virtue and cured full as many cases of neuralgic 
affections as will doubtless yield to the Scopula Anodyna Metallica Hil- 


THE ANODYNE METALLIC OR GALVANIC BRUSH, 


Scopula Anodyna Metallica. Annales Schola Clinica Medica Ticinesis. 
. Auctore Francisco Nos. As. Hitpensrann, M.D. Pavie, 1830.) 


Unoer this name, Francis Ernest Von Hildenbrand, Professor of Pa- 
thology and Practice of Physic at Pavia, describes a remedy rather sin- 
gular, for the cure of various neuralgic affections. It consists simply 
. of a, bundle of metallic wires (fascise filis metallicis confectum), not 
thicker than common knitting wires, firmly tied together by wire of the 
same material, so as to form a cylinder about four or five inches long, 
and one inch or three-fourths of an inch in diameter. This is applied to 
the pained part, previously moistened with sea-salt, when it produces re- 
lief so instantaneous, it is said, that it appears to the patients like the 
effect of a charm. Occasionally the pain is immediately entirely extin- 
guished, with the accompanying effect of a peculiar sense of emanation 
the spot to which the brush is applied, causing the patients to be- 
lieve that the pain is truly extracted by this method. On withdrawing 
the brush, the uneasiness occasionally returns, but in a more endurable | 
form. The longer the application is continued, the more decided is the 
effect obtained ; and phenomena so singular have resulted from its ap- 
plication, as even to astonish intelligent persons quite on their guard 
against any magical illusion. | 

Io illustration of the remedial effects of this agent, Hildenbrand men- 
tions the following case, which he designates as altogether singular and 
wonderful. A man of 30, a porter by occupation, afflicted with violent 
periodical tic douloureux of the face ( ia), was admitted into the 
clinical wards of Pavia. On applying the metallic brush over the left’ 
frontal nerve, the pain immediately disappeared from that one, but fixed 
on the corresponding nerve of the right side, which had been previously 
free from pain. The very moment at which the brush was removed from 
the left frontal nerve, the pain returned to its original seat, and there re- 
mained, — already remarkably abated in intensity. By applying a 
metallic brush to each supra-orbital nerve simultaneously, the Professor 
banished the original nerve-ache of the left side, and at the same time 
vented it from appearing in the opposite one. The same moment, 
ever, a humming noise arose in each ear, and this also immediately 
ceased on the brushes being removed, when the nerve-ache returned 

immediately, though in a very mitigated form. 
In order to obtain the desired effect from the use of the anodyne 
ushes, Professor Von Hildenbrand impresses the necessity of deter- 
mining, as accurately as possible, the nature of the ne ia, or the 
a state of the affected nerve. If the pain is merely nervous, 
is, proceeding from subversion of the equilibrium between the dyna- 
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mic factors of the sensitive life, as the Professor, in imitation of his father 
expresses it, without material changes having taken place in the affected 
part—in which case it attacks periodically, like an intermittent disease, 
_ and leaves intermissions entirely void of pauin—then the efficacy of the 
metallic brush may be pronounced to be almost infallible. But if, from 
the pain being uninterrupted, or at least void of perfect intermissions— 
its aggravation under pressure of the part, from the conjunction of 
redness, heat, or swelling—there is reason to believe that the proximate 
cause of any case of facial neuralgia or hemicrania, consists in a state 
of active congestion, or sub-inflammatory irritation—then the metallic 
brush affords no benefit, nay, sometimes may augment the intensity of 
the pain. By these means Professor Hildenbrand thinks that the me- 
tallic brush, while it maintains at least a palliative therapeutic 
in neuralgia of spasmodic character, may, in doubtful cases, furnish an 
auxiliary diagnostic sign, by the aid of which sub-inflammatory conges- 
tion may be distinguished from simple nervous erethism. 

In the first experiments performed by Professor Hildenbrand, he em- 
ployed brushes which were intentionally constructed of two kinds of 
metal ; for instance, silver and copper wire, copper wire and zinc wire, or 
zinc wire and brass wire, the individual wires being mutually mingled 
and blended, on the supposition that electricity or galvanism, evolved by 
the contact of heterogeneous metals, might be the beneficial and sanative 
agent. He afterwards ascertained, however, that bundles of wires of 
one and the same metal produced an effect scarcely less speedy, but lost 
their anodyne influence as soon as they were covered by rust or verdi- 
gris. He further ascertained, that solid metallic bodies produce analo- 

effects, but ina much feebler degree than the numerous acuminated 
points of the bundle consisting of metallic wires. The nature of the 
metal, he adds, seems to cause no difference ; for brushes of iron wire 

uce the anticipated alleviation in as great a degree as those of cop- 
per wire. If he could trust his observations, however, he thinks that he 
perceived a greater degree of anodyne virtue in copper, iron, and gold, 
than in other metals. - 


Admitting that the effect is constant, to explain the theory of its pro- 


duction Professor Hildenbrand does not hesitate to deduce it from the 
laws of electricity. The original nature of metallic bodies, which are 
remarkably good conductors of electricity ; the rapid action of the brush, 
if the aching spot has been previously moistened by the saline solution ; 
the remarkable tendency of pointed bodies in attracting electricity ; 
and the sense of emanation, and an agreeable coolness, combined w 
manifest alleviation of pain admitted the patients, he regards as no 
trifling arguments to infer, in the'disordered and aching nerves, a cer- 
tain degree of electric plethora, or accumulation -of animal electricity, 
which may be discharged«by the application of a suitable conductor. 
This hypothesis, he lastly remarks, would accurately with 
the notions delivered in his elentents on the accumulation of the impon- 
derable Biotic principle in various parts of the nervous system, as the 

imate cause of nervous disorders which attack in paroxysms, and are 
dissipated by what he denominates autocratic explosions. 
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DISSECTION. IN CONNECTICUT. 
We annex the Law, as it passed the General Assembly of the State of 
Connecticut, authorizing anatomical dissection in that State, and pro- 
viding the means for conducting it with propriety and profit. Thus is 
offered, in these United States, a second example of cnlightened legisla- 
tion on this all-important subject—an example that will be followed in 
— other parts pf the Union, until all possess the means we now enjoy of 
ing ourselves in that science which is the basis of all medical 
owledge and medical skill. 


At a General Assemb!y of the State of Sinai holden at Hartford 
- in said State, on the first Wednesday of May, in the year of our Lord - 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three. 


AN ACT REGARDING ANATOMICAL AND MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


Be il it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
convened, That whenever any person shall die in any town in 
this State, who may be, at the time of such death, supported by this State, 
or by any town in this State, or whose interment must be at the expense 
of this State, or some town within the same ; then it shall and may be 
lawful for any professor of any Medical Cullege-in this State, any surgeon 
or phyciclen duly licensed and residing within this State, to apply in 
writing to the selectmen of the town in which such person may die, for 
the body of such deceased person ; and in case no kindred, relations or 
friend of such deceased person, shall, within thirty-six hours after —_ : 
_ death may take place, appear and object to the delivery of the body of 
such deceased person to the professor, surgeon, or physician, who ma — 
apply for the same, then the said selectmen may deliver the body of 
deceased person to the professor, surgeon or physician as they may deem 
proper, at any time after the expiration of said thirty-six hours, and the 
same may be used by the professor, sur or physician receiving the 
om, for the advancement of Anatomical and Medical Science. 
Provided always, That before any such dead body shall be delivered 
up by said selectmen, the person applying for and entitled to receive the 
_ same shall give a bond, in the penal sum of five hundred dollars, with 
_ pufficient surety, made ‘payable to the Treasurer of the town within which 
such person died, conditioned that such dead body shall be used for the 
purposes of advancing Anatomical and Medical Science, and not other- 
wise, and when so used the remains thereof shall be interred. 

Provided also, That the application of any professor belonging to any 
Medical College in this State, for areey such hody, within the county where 
such Medical Institution or College may be situated, shall be entitled to 
over other applications in the-same county. 


Sam Incuam, Speaker of the Hi Representatives. 
Presdent of the 


_ EXPENSES OF DISSECTION IN ENGLAND. 
We noticed, some time since, the passage of a bill in the British 
ment for the legalization of anatomical dissection. The bill having 
_ proved salutary, it is now proposed to make it permanent ; and in order to 
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defray the expenses attending the execution of its provisions, it is pro- 
posed that a fee of £1 1s. be required of every one on first entering the 
profession, and a license fee be paid by all anatomical teachers. This 
proposal having received the approbation of lecturers and professors, will 
undoubtedly be acceptable to a majority of parliament. The plan appears 
to us singularly ill-judged and unequal. Each professor should with 
more justice be required to pay the expenses attending the subjects he 
uses, and his remuneration will be sure, in the proportional number of 
pupils that will be attracted to his course :—whereas by the general levy, 
a large number will be required to aid in defraying the expenses of lec- - 
tures, from which others are to derive all the profit and instruction. 


Origin of Acephalocysis.—The following case shows that a mechanical 
lesion ah give to the part injured a disposition to furm these parasitical 
productions. A girl, aged 16, of govd constitution, though rather deli- 
cate, and who had not menstruated, fell while carrying a pail of water on 
her head, and struck the front of the thigh with so much violence that 
she could not rise for sume moments. The part was fomented, and got 
so quickly well that in three days she was able to. go abvut her usual 
avocations. A little swelling remained, but attracted no particular no- 
tice. This occurred in the summer of 1823. However, in June 1824 
the swelling had become as large as a hen’s egg, and continued to in- 
crease until, after severe exercise in the fields continued duting the day, 
the tumor became so large and paintul that the patient could neither 
walk nor stand. Dr. Held, of Fransbourg, by whom the cage is related, 
was then consulted. He found an elastic tumor on the anterior part of- 
the right thigh, and following the course of the rectus muscle. The thigh 
was about double the size of the other, but the skin retained its natural 
color. The surgeon at first took it for a lymphatic abscess, and recom- 
mended various remedies to relieve pain and inflammation. Neverthe- 
lesa, fluctuation could not be perceived ; but in its place a kind of elastic 
trembling, like that of firm jelly. However, caustic was applied, which 
penetrated to the fibrous covering of the thigh, but without reaching the 
tumor, The ulcer thus formed was kept open till December, but still the 
tumefaction increased, when at length, in February 1825, the tumor — 
burst spontaneously. Pus, mixed with blood, flowed at first ; and then, 
during five days, a yellowish serous fluid, with thousands of hydatids of 
different sizes, from a millet-seed to a hen’s egg. The hydatids were 


spheroidal, colorless, neither adherent to each other nor to the adjacent | 


parts. In nine months the swelling was quite reduced, and the limb en- 
tirely restored.—Hecker’s Lilterarische Annalen. 


Internal Use of Chlorine in Nervous Fever.—Dr. Clemens, of Frankfort, 
almost always commences the treatment of typhoid affections by an eme- 
tic, to which succeed gentle purgatives (neutral salts) continued for se- 


veral days ; five or six evacuations being produced daily. The head is ~ 


generally relieved by this ; but if not, from twelve to twenty leeches are 
then applied to the forehead, temples, or behind the ears, with cold appli- 
cations to the head, and a blister to the back of the neck. If, towards 
the fifth day, nervous symptoms set in, he prescribes two drachms of 
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-  ghlorine water in three ounces of distilled water, this mixture being taken 
a spoonful in the course of the day. In administering this medicine, it is 
necessary to avoid adding any kind of syrup, because it favors decompo- 
sition, and it is also necessary to keep the bottle covered with dark paper, 
and in a dark place. On the sixth day, Dr. Clemens has the patient 
somewhat more warmly covered, and + en tinues the cold applications. 
During the six or seven days which follow, he makes little change in the 
treatment, except that the dose of chlorine is gradually increased to four 
or six drachins daily, in three or four ounces of distilled water. Perspi- 
ration generally continues from the sixth or eighth day, and two or three 
stools are procured. After the fifteenth day the chlorine is changed for 

a light infusion of valerian, and veal or chicken soup. At the end of 
three weeks decoction of bark is administered, and meat allowed. 
Medizinisches Conversations. No. XV. 


Vaccination.—At a meeting of the Academie de Medecine, Paris, of 
the 26th ultimo, M. Gerardin read a report on the state of vaccination in 
France ; by which it appeared, that, since 1827, the number of persons 
' vaccinated had diminished very nearly one half! This fact is deserving | 
the attention of the Committee in our own country, now occupied in in- 
vestigating the vaccine question. ‘ 

It appears that, from the time the functions of the Vaccine Board of 

» and the maintenance of vaccination, were entrusted to the Aca- 
demy of Medicine, aided by a few prizes distributed annually by the go- 
vernment to the most zealous sapeehitat, the number of persons subject- 
ed to the protecting influence of the cowpox has progressively diminish- 
ed. The event alluded to took place nine years ago ; and the apprehen- 
sinn of the consequences has recently become so great, that, in a paper 
of the 28th ult. which now livs before us, the press is urged to co-operate 
with the Academy in procuring the intervention of ‘ authority.’ In 1827 
the number vaccinated in France was 401,495 ; in 1831, it amount 
only to 214,360 !— London Medical Gazelte. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the fortnight ending July 12,31. Mules, emales 
swell —apoplexy, 2—cancer, 1—inflammation 
"| ng, Me on brain, l—canker in the 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 
MEDICAL LECTURES. 


Tuas MEDICAL LECTURES in HARVARD UNIVERSITY will begin in the Massachusette 
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